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FOR SUSTAINABLE 
FOREST MANAGEMENT  

 

 
Seguin Moreau has been committed to the sustainable management of French 
forests since 2005. The company has had the chains of custody for its cooperage and 
in-house stave mill PEFC certified, thus formalizing its commitment. The oak purchas-
ing policy is based on protecting the environment and sustaining a quality resource. 
 
Since French oak used by Seguin Moreau comes from French state forests managed 
by the National Forests Office, PEFC certification emerged as the natural choice. 
PEFC is based on the principle of a chain of custody that starts with the forest. The 
National Forests Office is 100% PEFC certified and the cooperage therefore followed 
the same path, with the Vélines stave mill following in its wake. Seguin Moreau also 
asks its other suppliers of rough staves, boules and undressed timber to commit them-
selves. 
 
This approach has generated considerable interest among Seguin Moreau's custom-
ers, whose interest in a rational, reasoned approach to forest management has proved 
their ecological awareness. 
 
The cooperage has chosen to continue offering its customers consistently high-quality 
oak while respecting the principle of sustainable forest management. This is yet further 
proof of how it is leading the profession. 
 

 

The certification reference framework is divided into 2 systems, which apply to: 
• Foresters, to ensure that forests are sustainably managed in compliance with very 
strict requirements 
• Companies using wood from certified forests: these companies have set up a chain of 
custody reference framework, enabling wood flows to be monitored from the forest to 
the workshop and then to distributors. 
 

 
 

 

These two certifications (forest management and chain of cus-
tody) together guarantee for customers the origin of wood 
used. Each of these certifications involves independent, ac-
credited third-party certification bodies in order to be credible.  
 

We have an in-house procedure describing the PEFC chain of 
custody. This enables all French oak purchases, whether of 
undressed timber, rough staves or boules, as well as their use 
in cooperage products and alternative products for giving oak 
aromas, to be monitored. 
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PEFC certification meets international regulations laid down by the International 
Standards Organization (ISO). 
Only certification bodies that are completely independent of the PEFC, and that have 
COFRAC accreditation, can certify: 
• The compliance of reference frameworks 
• Adherence to sustainable forest management by PEFC members, and check chains of 
custody for processed-product manufacturers and distributors 
PEFC certification thus ensures real equity among all certified members and gives con-
sumers a sign they can trust. 

 

Our audit was carried out by the Technological Institute of Forestry, Cellulose and 
Wood Construction (FCBA), which assigned the cooperage the following chain of cus-
tody number: FCBA/05-00577. 
 

The PEFC certification model is now recognized throughout the world. PEFC sup-
ports any effort and approach that respects local particularities and encourages mutual 
recognition of certification systems promoting continuous improvement. 
Mutual recognition provides forest management with enough flexibility and effective-
ness, while also making the information given to consumers clearer and simpler. 
 

French oak used by Seguin Moreau to manufacture wine barrels comes exclusively 
from French state forests managed by the National Forests Office (ONF). 
The National Forests Office manages 27% of French forests and fulfills four roles: 

 Environmental protection 

 Production: public forests produce 50% of oak on the market. This share rises to 
80% for oak rough staves 

 Welcoming the public 

 National and international advisory role 
 
Our commitment to PEFC certification emerged naturally since the concept of sustain-
able forest management championed by PEFC brings together the principles of respect 
for the environment, social well-being and balance in the economy. 
Just as naturally, Seguin Moreau has adhered to PEFC to pursue the reasoning behind 
the chain of custody. 
 

Apart from the ecological dimension, requiring us to protect natural environments for 
future generations, PEFC is about sustaining oak resources. 

The cooperage has drawn up what are recognized as very demanding requirements. It 
wants to continue offering its customers consistently high-quality oak while respecting 
the principle of sustainable forest management. 
 

For further information: www.pefc.org / www.pefc-france.fr / www.onf.fr 


